KEMIJSTISCENCES

Gladstone again delivered a speech, and thus I had the
opportunity of hearing him deliver two powerful and
thrilling addresses within the course of a few hours.
The impression made upon me by Mr. Gladstone as an
orator is still fresh and clear in my mind.    I am glad,
for my own sake, to be able to recall the fact that I
thought of him then exactly as I think of him now, and
the conviction settled in my mind that I was listening
to one of the greatest speakers I had ever heard or was
ever likely to hear.   After that time I heard Mr. Glad-
stone speak in the  Collegiate Institution, Liverpool,
and in other public buildings; and a little later in St.
George's Hall, also in Liverpool, which had then been
but newly opened to the public.   One speech which I
heard  him deliver was made immediately after the
news had reached England of the death of Sir Henry
Havelock, whose brilliant services during the Indian
Mutiny had made him one of the world's heroic figures.
Gladstone in his speech told the meeting some anecdotes
of the early days of Sir Henry Havelock, and told
among other things that Havelock when a boy at school
had so distinguished himself by the great thoughtf ulness
of his manner, by his solemn studious habits, and by his
indifference to all sorts of pastimes, that his schoolfellows
nicknamed him 'Old Phloss,'  meaning thereby Old
Philosopher, and Gladstone drew a brilliant contrast
between the supposed character of this precociously and
preternaturally grave and sedentary student and the
soldier of daring energy, tireless  activity, and inex-
haustible expedients who had redeemed the Imperial
forces from overwhelming disaster in India.

In the late autumn of 1855 Mr. Gladstone delivered
an address in Chester having for its subject * Our
Colonial Empire.' I attended the lecture with a Liver-
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